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HELP US GROW WISELY  
AND WELL.  BECOME          
AN MBRA MEMBER! I am pleased to report progress on our Marshall Main Street project.  I know it seems like we have 

been talking about this forever, but these are complicated projects using federal dollars that come with 
lots of paperwork, planning and bureaucracy.  Also, the coordination among VDOT and the many utility 
companies involved is almost overwhelming.  It took us the entire past year to work out the coordina-
tion of the electric and telecommunication utilities alone.  But the good news is that we did!  By the 
time this issue of the Marshall Minute goes out, our architects and engineers will have filed the 30% 
complete project drawings for approval by VDOT.  Sixty percent complete drawings should be filed by 
late spring or early summer, and complete drawings by sometime this fall.  That would allow bid    
packages to be completed and distributed to contractors for bidding 
toward the end of the year, with an anticipated construction start in the 
spring of 2013. 

MBRA President John Suter and I have been meeting with each Main 
Street business and property owner in the Phase I/Phase II project area, 
which runs from just east of the Winchester/Rectortown Road           
intersection to about 150 feet west of the Frost Street intersection.  The 
purpose of these meetings is threefold – (1) to go over the concept 
drawings and seek individual input, (2) to discuss how the existing   
buildings will be connected to the new underground utilities, and (3) to 
begin preliminary discussions on how to keep the businesses open and 
the customers coming in once the construction begins. 

We are dedicated to making sure that the connection costs are not a 
burden for property and business owners.  The Transportation Enhancement Grant funds will cover the 
cost of bringing the services from the main duct banks, under the sidewalks, and to the wall of the 
existing buildings.  That’s the big cost, and it’s covered. Many buildings are already set up to receive 
the underground service and will have no significant additional cost. Some buildings will require new 
outdoor meters and meter boxes, and a few will require some further rewiring.  John Suter and I are 
talking with the local banks about establishing a combination of additional grant funds and low      
interest loans to cover any of these costs incurred by property or business owners. 

We also are dedicated to the goal of keeping all businesses open and accessible during the            
construction, and making sure that everyone is kept informed of the schedule and construction      
progress.  We know that no one appreciates being blind-sided by surprises in the schedule or          
conditions.  We will be putting all of the project materials, as well as the schedule, on a separate page 
of the County’s website. 

One of the nice things about the design is that it can be customized a bit at each building to             
accommodate individual tastes, preferences and needs.  Some folks like the grass strips in the      
sidewalk in front of their buildings; other’s don’t – and that’s okay!  Some have expressed interest in 
paying a small upgrade charge to install a custom paver treatment at their entrance locations, and that 
should work as well.  Some want to make sure that a flower or shrub planting area, or an old stone 
wall, is retained with the installation of the new sidewalks, and that’s fine too.  The design team thinks 
individuality will make the Main Street stronger, and everyone I have spoken with seems to agree. 

Once we have finished soliciting individual feedback from the Main Street business and property     
owners in the affected Phase I/Phase II area, we will be back to the greater Marshall community, 
probably in late February or early March, with a follow on meeting to the one we held about a year ago 
just before the utility design work started.  There is still plenty of time and opportunity for refinements 
in the design, so we are hoping for a good turnout.  
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Chris Robinson opened the meeting standing in for John Suter. MBRA checking account has about $2500, in 2011 we had a total of 80 
members. Approximately 75% of those were businesses with the remaining 25% being residents. Chris presented the boards nomination for 
board members and officers. He asked for nominations from the floor, none were forthcoming. The board and officers were voted in      
unanimously as presented by the board (see below)  

Board members for 2012 - 2014 Noah Portugal, Chris Robinson, Sarah Atkins, Ursula Baxley and William Hines.  

Supervisors Update - Peter Schwartz had no update. The first board meeting of the year will be held shortly with the new board members. 
First order of business - The budget!  

Rodger Beavers and Kevin Jennings - Fauquier Livestock Exchange - The first sale, post fire, was held on 12/13/2011. There were actually 
two sales, one in the morning, one in the evening. 1100 head of cattle were sold on that date. With the completion of a sale in 2011 the 
livestock exchange has been in operation for 50 continuous years!!! The pens and cattle working system have been completed. There is still 
a 60x80 ft additional building to be assembled in front of the main cattle building. This will be the sale ring. The expectation is this building 
will arrive shortly. With respect to the restaurant there are two scenarios. 1) build a separate building on the site or 2) include some sort of 
food service in the sale ring building. It is not clear which scenario will work out at this time.  

The roof of the main cattle building has been turned into the largest privately owned solar electric facility in the state of Virginia. Grants have 
been applied for, the exchange is hoping to receive some money toward the cost of this project. It is expected that once operational the roof 
will generate enough power for 35 single family homes. This will more than supply the needs of the exchange and they are negotiating with 
Dominion Power to push some power onto the grid. They have also been in contact with their neighbors regarding sharing the power.       
Additionally the project will generate approximately 280 carbon credits a year (one credit per KWHR)   For additional information please 
check out the Fauquier Livestock Exchange website at fauquierlivestock@yahoo.com

  

Shawn Sumrall from Badger Sumrall gave us a tax update for 2011 taxes. Shawn and his partner have two offices. The one in Marshall is 
located across from the post office above the dentist (look for his sign). Shawn's main warning this year was associated with the changes in 
Schedule D. The IRS is completely revamping schedule D (capital gains worksheet) and as of the meeting date had not finalized the form.  
February 15th is the first date the IRS will accept e-filed returns.  

Small businesses will have to ensure they stay in compliance with the upcoming requirements associated with the new healthcare bill. In 
some cases fines may result from lack of healthcare options for employees. In some cases these fines may be less costly than the health-
care they are requiring. Businesses need to work with someone who can help them understand how the regulations and associated costs 
effect them.   Audits are up, but one thing Shawn is seeing is partial audits. Instead of reviewing the whole return an audit may be focused on 
just one portion of the return. Possible a schedule or form or maybe even just a couple of line items.  

Paul Bernard from Carson Ashley and Associates and Brian McKirin from McKirin Construction Management gave us an update on the main 
street project. Phases 1 and 2 will be completed together. The two phases are different sides of the same portion of Main St. Construction 
will be limited from about 1/2 a block past the traffic light to a couple hundred feet past the Frost Street intersection (basically including 
both intersections and the block in between). The project will consist of undergrounding all utilities and surface improvements, side walks, 
trees etc. The utilities will be undergrounded in a vault and trench to be dug underneath one of the parking lanes on Main Street so the road 
will need to be resurfaced after the work. Work is expected to start sometime between the Fall of 2012 and the Spring of 2013 and will take 
about 6 months to complete. A priority during the work is to maintain access to the businesses on Main St at all times.  This is a trade off to 
speed of construction hence the 6 month time frame. Paul and Brian spoke about the need for the community to be generous during the 
construction phase with respect to construction easements (allowing equipment and workers onto your property to facilitate the construc-
tion) along with the need for communication.  

Regarding costs - The bulk of this project will be covered by the transportation enhancement grant Peter Schwartz has been applying for, on 
our behalf over, the last several years. Current grants awarded to date total $2 million dollars. There is a 10% required match for these 
grants which we expect will be covered by money from the county. Costs to building owners will be limited to the cost to move electric meters 
to the outside of the building. If the electric meter is currently located outside and up to standards there will be no cost to the building     
owners. The cost of undergrounding the power from the trunk line to the outside meters is covered by the TE grant.     

Respectfully Submitted,       

Sarah Atkins      
MBRA Secretary      
Financial Advisor, EDWARD JONES  

MBRA JANUARY GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 



Free Fire Wood for families in the Marshall community who primarily 
heat their home with wood.   Please call Grace Bible Church if you are 

in need of firewood. (540) 364-3832 

MESSAGE FROM JOHN IN THE COMMUNITY…..   
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"At the February meeting we'll have Bob Sinclair of the       
Marshall Historical Society with an hour presentation about 
what we are doing to help preserve Marshall's historic look 
and feel. As Peter Schwartz mentioned in his article, we are 
actively working on the Marshall Main Street Project and 
meeting with the owners of businesses and residents along 
Main St. between Frost and Winchester/Rectortown Rd. I am 
happy to say that to date, everyone we have met with has 
been pleased with how we are proceeding. If any of you have 
questions or comments, please feel free to send me an email 
or call me. I know the process is slow but we'll get there. 

At the Board of Directors meeting on Jan 24th we had         
additional discussions on how to reach out to more            
businesses and residents in the community. Again, I solicit 
your ideas."      

John 

February 4th   BARREL OAK WINERY “Project Running Gear”,   
includes dinner, wine, band, silent auction to benefit No Fauquier 
Fire/Rescue Companies (Marshall, The Plains, Upperville &      
Marshall Rescue)  Call Brenda (540) 270-1795 for info.   

February 11th   CASINO NIGHT, doors open 6:00 pm @ Fauquier 
County Fairgrounds, enjoy appetizers and silent auction. for     
registration info call (540) 270-9409.  

February 13th   FAUQUIER COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING, 
7:00 pm.  Call (540) 422-7005 or email gstarner@fcps1.org

 

for 
more info.  

February 14th   FINDING BALANCE IN YOUR BUDGET presented 
by Sarah Atkins of Edward Jones, Free seminar. Old Salem      
Restaurant, 11:30-12:30, Lunch served.  (540) 364-2359   

February 26th   All you can eat Breakfast @ Marshall Vol. Fire 
Department, 8:00-11:00am, call Brenda (540) 270-1795 for info.  

March 6th  REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION, 6:00 
am - 7:00 pm, call Fauquier County registrar’s office for info (540) 
422-8291. 

Calendar of Events 

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH  will be having it’s “Clothing for Our   
Community” Day on Saturday, March 31st from 9am to 1pm at 
the Marshall Ruritan Building.  Clothing donation of clean, 
lightly worn clothes/shoes for women, men and children will be 
accepted at the Ruritan the week prior to the Clothing Day.  
Drop-off days are:  Wednesday, March 28th 1-5pm; Thursday, 
March 29th 6-8pm; Friday March 30th 1-5pm.  Grace Bible 
Church is located at 4387 Free State Road, Marshall VA.     
364-3832, www.qbcmarchall.org

  

Continued from Page 1 ……. 

This project has been a long time coming.  We started        
applying for grant funds back in 2008, and have been        
successful in receiving additional grant funds each year. At 
this point, we have over $2 million put aside for Marshall Main 
Street.  We are still a few hundred thousand dollars short on 
matching funds, but I am working with Board Chairman 
Trumbo and the other supervisors to find a way to cover this 
gap.     

Many of you have stressed the importance, as we proceed 
with the Main Street improvements, of installing a sidewalk 
along Winchester Road from the shopping center up to Main 
Street.  That project is also proceeding.  We have identified 
funds to install that sidewalk and are in the process of      
working with the engineers to finish drawings for submission 
to VDOT.  We know that Winchester Road is an unsafe        
pedestrian condition, and we want to make it better as soon 
as possible.   

I am grateful to MBRA for giving me the space to write this 
column, but please know that I am also available to meet   
individually or in groups with each and every one of you if you 
wish.  Those meetings can be either in Marshall or Warrenton, 
whichever you find more convenient.  The best way to reach 
me is at 540.592.3186 (my home office), or at 
pbs100@earthlink.net (my personal e-mail address). 

Now that the election is over, I look forward to serving all of 
you as best I can for the next four years, and I appreciate your 
support and trust.  

Peter Schwartz 

MBRA Member Businesses :  we welcome any articles or         
announcements you would like to include in the Marshall Minute 
newsletters.  Contact Debbie Carter (djcartharms@gmail.com) for 
further details. 

http://www.qbcmarchall.org


MARSHALL BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENTS  
For advertising information contact Kevin Lee @ Oak View Bank, klee@oakviewbank.com 
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